Welcome to our
Reading and
Phonics
Guide
St Peter’s Infants School

Why is reading important?
Do you think reading is important?
What have you read today?

When does your child see you reading?
Do you ever read for pleasure?
What messages are we giving our
children?

Key Principles
Our children need to be competent readers in
order to access learning in all subjects, in all
areas of their life.




Reading for pleasure underpins our
approach to the teaching of reading.
Reading with a child should be an
enjoyable, rewarding experience.

It is crucial to impart skills that will
enable the children to make progress.
These include phonics, picture and
context clues and an understanding of
book language.

When do we teach reading at
St. Peter’s?






Shared Reading Daily stories shared as a
group promote enjoyment and teach
children book language.
Reading 1:1 The Class Teacher and
Teaching Assistant will listen to your child
read regularly. Parent volunteers and
members of our community also give up
their time to hear pupils read.
Guided Reading The Class Teacher
leads a small group to focus on a
specific reading skill.

When do we teach reading at
St. Peter’s?






Daily Phonics Daily, synthetics phonics is
taught to provide key skills needed to
understand print.
Literacy Daily Literacy lessons combine
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills
to enable children to become independent
readers and authors.
The Wider Curriculum Children apply
their reading skills when researching,
experimenting and discovering across
topics and themes every day.

How do we teach reading?
Phonics
 Reading Comprehension
 Book Skills


What is phonics?






We follow the Government’s ‘Letters and Sounds’ teaching
program. It teaches children to recognise pure sounds as a key
strategy.
There are 44 different sounds in our language. Some are made
of just one letter, others are made up of combinations of
letters.

Look out for groups of letters that make one sound:
◦ digraphs: sh – fish, oa – goat;
◦ split-digraphs: a_e – cake, o_e – bone;
◦ trigraphs :igh - light, ear – beard.



When sounding out words, make sure you pronounce the sounds
accurately (see clip).

What is phonics?




Help children to blend sounds by pointing to each word as you
read. When helping your child to ‘sound out’ a word, point to
each sound in turn. To blend, say all the sounds in the word
quickly – you can use ‘phoneme fingers’ or ‘robot arms’ to model
this too.
Some words are not decodable, they cannot be ‘sounded out’.
The, some, was are examples of ‘tricky words’.

Can you work out which words are decodable and which are tricky?

Biff and Chip went to the cinema. They paid for a
ticket and went to screen number three. Biff was
excited, “I’m not sure about this” mumbled Chip, it
was the first time they had been to see a film on
their own. “I’m petrified of the dark!”

Comprehension – Understanding
what has been read.


Talking, questioning and retelling are vital skills.



Relate the book to our own experiences so that we can
better understand how characters may be feeling.



Notice and discuss new vocabulary.





Being aware of punctuation (.,!?””…) and knowing why it is
used is also important. How does the punctuation shape
the way we read a book? Why has it been used by the
author?
Develop our own opinions – did you like the book? Why?
How would you have liked the story to end?

Read this passage…
The videofluoroscopic swallow study (VFSS)
incorporates a set of modifications in bolus size,
texture, patient positioning, and radiographic focus
to facilitate optimum visualization of the oralpharyngeal-laryngeal structures and their function
during swallowing. The effects of rehabilitative and
compensatory maneuvers on bolus transport
during swallowing may be studied radiographically.
Studies demonstrate that the videofluoroscopic
allows the speech-language pathologist to identify
specific problems of the swallow and try
appropriate compensatory techniques.

Read this passage…
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. This is a
rsuelt of the phaonmneal pweor of the
hmuan mnid. Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in
waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the
iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and lsat
ltteer are in the rghit pclae. Tihs is bcuseae
the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter
by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. As lnog as
you hvae smoe udnretsaindg of the
vcobaluray you will be fnie. Azanmig huh?

How can you help?


Talk! When do you have quality talk time? Speaking and
listening skills are crucial to building an understanding of
language. Talk on the way to school, at the dinner table or in the
bath…take time to switch off the TV or computer to share some
precious talk time.



Sing songs and nursery rhymes – this boosts children’s
understanding of words, rhythm and rhyme.



Share books for fun! Put on voices for the characters, choose
books that are funny or appeal to your child’s interests.



Make time for quality reading together. This could be
snuggling up at the end of the day with a story your child loves.



It’s ok to read the same books over and over again.



Be a role model! Show your child how important reading is to
you. Try to provide opportunities for different family members
to read together.

How can you help?


Give your child access to books. The library is an excellent
free resource! Charity shops, boot sales and online retailers have
books for sale at bargain prices.



Notice words all around us. (Cereal packets, signs, car
registration plates, text messages, comics, magazines, poetry books,
e-books, stories, information leaflets, maps, shop logos, emails….).



Share family stories. “Did you know that Great Grandad Alf was a
pilot in the Second World War?” “Do you remember when we went to
the seaside and Nanny’s sandwiches got eaten by the seagulls? What
happened after that?”



Read your child’s school book regularly to help them practise
their reading skills.

Read To, Read With, Read By
The ideal approach to reading with a child. Build
confidence, impart skills and promote enjoyment.






Step 1 Modelling
Read the book to the child, discuss what is happening, any
difficult words and relate to the child’s experience.
Step 2 Scaffolding
Read together. Take turns to read to each other.
Support the child to work out difficult words and
gradually ‘hand over’ to the child.
Step 3 Listening
The child becomes the reader. They should now be
confident to attempt the text independently. Guide
where needed and offer lots of praise!

Before Reading




Familiarise yourself with the child’s book before
reading it together. Look out for words you think
the child may stumble on. Think of some questions
that you can ask.
Find a special place to read. It should ideally be
somewhere quiet, calm and comfortable to read
together. Dedicate all your attention to the task.



Book talk. Discuss the front cover, read the blurb,
predict what might happen and skim-read together.



If you have a particular objective in mind, share this
with the child. “Whilst we read today we are going
to practise...”

During Reading


When reading a fiction book, talk about the characters,
plot and setting. Make it fun! Change your voice to read
the character’s speech.



Notice features of non-fiction book: Why do you think



Relate the book to your own experiences. Do you



What if they get stuck?

there is there a contents/index page? How can we find
out about....?

remember the time we went to the farm…?

I’m stuck!
Encourage the child to point to the words as they read so
they are less likely to get muddled.


Split long words into shorter ‘chunks’ that can be sounded
out separately.




Ask the child to sound out the word (if appropriate).

When helping your child to ‘sound out’ a word, point to each
sound within the word. To blend, say all the sounds in the
word quickly – you can use ‘phoneme fingers’ or ‘robot arms’
to model this too.


fish


Look at the picture (yes, it is ok to do this!).

I’m stuck!











Look out for repeated words and phrases.
Ask them ‘what would fit best?’ – refer to the pictures and
what they know of the book so far.
Skip the challenging word, read on and then revisit the word.
Some words are not decodable, they cannot be ‘sounded out’:
the some was are examples of ‘tricky words’.
If a child misreads a word but meaning is retained, praise this
but revisit the misread word.
Supply the word yourself.
Re-read a sentence to build pace and check the child has
understood what has been read.

After Reading


Praise your child.



What did you think of the book?



Can you retell the story?



Play word-finding games. I spy with my little eye a word
that…

My child does not want to read.
What can I do?








Don’t force them to read. This will make the whole
experience negative.
Find a time when they are more alert and willing – straight
after a day at school may be too overwhelming, just
before bed could be too tiring…find a time that suits.
Read to them, or take turns. If you make it enjoyable,
chances are they will want to join in.
If they don’t want to read a school book, choose a book
that they enjoy and are interested in.

Useful websites
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk
http://www.bookstart.org.uk
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
http://booksforkeeps.co.uk
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home
http://www.firstnews.co.uk
http://www.readingzone.com/home.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories/
http://www.tots100.co.uk/top/2013-07.html

A sobering thought…
80% of 5-10 year olds have their
own TV in their bedroom.
 62% of 7 year olds own a games
console device.
 1 in 3 children do not own a single
book of their own.


*Research from Lloyds TSB Insurers and the National Literacy Trust

And yet…


“Children with their own books were
more likely to be above-average
readers and do better at school, the
study of 18,000 children suggested.”

The National Literacy Trust, February 2013





“Children who read for pleasure are
likely to do better in Mathematics and
English than those who rarely read in
their free time, research suggest.”
BBC News September 2013

Any Questions?
If you have any questions on
reading with your child, or
would like further support or
advice please contact you
child’s teacher.

Thank you for taking the time to read this guide,
we hope you enjoy many happy hours reading with
your child.

